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The U.S.-China Phase One Economic and Trade

Agreement signed Jan 15, lowers several trade

barriers for U.S. agriculture, providing greater

access to the profitable Chinese market. This tariff

reduction process is already in effect, with many

importers reporting that they have begun

receiving tariff relief for U.S. agricultural product

purchases. In addition, China has agreed to nearly

doubling its purchase of U.S. farm products. In

2019, $8.4 billion worth of beef products were

exported to China. 

As part of the agreement, China has notified the

U.S. of proposed maximum residue levels for three

hormones regularly used in U.S. beef production.

This signifies the recognition and acceptance by

China, that these common U.S. production

methods are safe and science based.

For the first time since 2003, nearly all beef

products will have access to the Chinese market.

China has expanded its list of beef products

eligible for entry to its ports, such as processed

meat products. All references to age restrictions

have been removed conditionally lifting

restrictions on beef and beef products

from cattle 30 months of age and older. There is

an estimated additional $1 billion in revenue for

U.S. producers resulting from the lift of these two

previous prohibitions alone. 

Ease of import was also a key component of the

agreement. China has enhanced and streamlined

the processes by which importers are approved.

Almost 500 U.S. beef plants have already been

approved for export. 

It is still unknown how the impacts of COVID-19

will influence China’s cash liquidity and thus, its

buying power.

Read The Full Article Here

U.S.-China Phase One Trade Deal Brings

Wins for Cattlemen
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On Friday, the United States District Court for the

District of Montana ruled in favor of the

government and the Montana Beef Council in the

lawsuit R-CALF vs. Perdue, a major win for The

Beef Checkoff Program and 15 qualified state beef

councils (the California Beef Council was not one

of the 15 state beef councils involved in the case).

 

Following the announcement the

National Cattlemen's Beef Association (NCBA)

praised the outcome saying it "ends a legal battle

that has spanned more than three years and

interrupted beef promotion functions in Montana.

The case had threatened local input and

promotion efforts at the state level across the

country."

NCBA CEO Colin Woodall added, “The foundation

of the Beef Checkoff has always been state beef

councils that collect checkoff funds and

determine how those investments are used for

research, marketing and promotion efforts in

individual states. Those efforts are directed by the

same cattlemen and cattlewomen who pay the

checkoff, so this victory goes a long way toward

ensuring they continue to direct those

investments.” 

 

Woodall added that, "NCBA will continue to stand

with state beef councils whose work is crucial to

maintaining beef demand throughout the nation."

 

Read The Full Court Ruling Here
 

State Beef Councils Prevail in R-CALF vs.

Perdue Case

CCA continues to work closely with our national

affiliate the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association

(NCBA) to ensure that the federal government

eliminates any obstacles in the food supply chain

and to ensure that all producer losses directly

associated with COVID-19 are addressed by

Congress.

 

On Friday, President Trump signed an updated

version of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and

Economic Security (CARES) Act, "the single-

biggest economic relief package in American

history." This bill is the third round—following the

$8.3 billion in public health support passed earlier

this month and the Families First Coronavirus

Response Act—of support from the federal

government in response to the COVID-19

crisis.Prior to the signing of the CARES Act, NCBA

and state affiliates including CCA had

already provided guidance to USDA about how

best to utilize the $9.5 billion for producer

support appropriated to the agency under the

Act.

 

Specifically, NCBA and CCA formally requested

that USDA give particular consideration to

impacted cattle producers, who are not eligible

for traditional USDA and Small Business

Administration safety net programs available to

other commodity producers. Livestock groups are

also asking that support payments be directed at

producers with demonstrated loss and financial

need attributable to the COVID-19 crisis (as

opposed to a blanket payment equally

apportioned among all producers).

R ead the key provisions in the CARES
Act for cattle producers Here 

NCBA and CCA Urge USDA to Provide Relief

to Ranchers

https://files.constantcontact.com/1c03fc15701/9df297dc-1941-4237-9d34-8c9de7d34eef.pdf
https://www.ncba.org/CMDocs/BeefUSA/Publications/R-CALF%20v.%20USDA%20-%20Order%20Adopting%20Report%20and%20Recommendation.pdf
https://calcattlemen.org/2020/03/26/2t-stimulus-package-whats-in-it-for-cattlemen/
https://calcattlemen.org/2020/03/26/2t-stimulus-package-whats-in-it-for-cattlemen/


DUE WEDNESDAY APRIL 1: 2019 Water Diversion and Use Reports for

Many Diverters
Under the Emergency Regulation for Measuring and Reporting the Diversion of Water adopted by the State
Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) in 2016, all water rights holders diverting water under a permit,
license, registration or certificate must file their 2019 annual use reports by April 1, regardless of the size of
those diversions (those filing Statements of Diversion and Use for riparian and pre-1914 rights have until July
1 to file). The reports must be made electronically using the SWRCB’s Water Right Form and Survey
Submittal Portal. To submit a report, click here.
 

Failure to file water use reports by April 1 may subject diverters to fines of up to $500 per day.
 
In previous years, the SWRCB has tenaciously enforced the reporting requirements, sending Notices of
Deficiency to thousands of water rights holders who have failed to timely report their diversion and use of
water. Those notices threatened non-filers with potential fines of tens of thousands of dollars (calculated
using the maximum allowable fine of $500 per day for each day after the filing deadline). While many
diverters were able to avoid fines by correcting their error and filing their diversion and use reports, the
Notice of Deficiency and threatened fine were an unwelcome surprise for many ranchers. To avoid notices of
deficiency and threatened enforcement fines, CCA encourages water rights holders with permits, licenses,
registrations or certificates to file as soon as possible, and no later than April 1.

In these unprecedented times, keeping up with daily

announcements and directives from all levels of

government has been all-consuming. For our Farm

Bureau members and agriculturalists, we have

worked to compile the latest guidance documents

and regulatory changes in an easily accessible format,

with the goal of quickly providing the information

farmers and ranchers need so they can remain

focused on the health and safety of their families and

employees.

 

Find the resources here.

Agriculture Resources
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Working through the challenges posed by COVID-19

the past few weeks has created considerable

upheaval in my career and personal life—more than

anything else I can remember in the past 35-plus

years. From what I can tell, many of you would say

the same. While there are so many facets of life that

are beyond our control, there are still many sound

practices we can either implement or continue

doing. Here are some of the ones that have helped

me most the past few weeks, and I hope at least one

of them is useful to you, too.

 

Be concerned, but don’t panic or despair. This is

easier said than done some days but still good

advice. There’s no magic wand we can wave to stop

this pandemic, but eventually it will be over. As wise

sages often say, “This, too, shall pass.” And it will.In

the meantime, consider how you can make this a

time of growth and learning so you are thriving in

spite of the current circumstances. Who do you want

to be in the process, and what do you want to

achieve? How do you want to see yourself when you

look back on this time years from now?

 

Evaluate your priorities regularly. Consider what

you need to do for a given day. Look ahead to the

coming week and identify priorities for your business,

your family, friends and yourself. Consider the month

ahead, too.You may need to let go of some projects

or jobs because of time constraints, or because your

stress level is through the roof. That’s OK. As Elsa in

Frozen sings, “Let it go, let it go.”To counter the

effects of stress, take breaks frequently. Do some

stretching and deep-breathing exercises in-between

jobs. I never did them before this, I admit, but I do

them now, and they help.

 

Stay connected with people. Reach out to your

clients and let them know you’re open for business

and available to help them (if you are). Make sure

clients know you care about them and their animals—

that they aren’t just a paycheck to you. Tell clients

how you need to work with them, given the

pandemic. If there are new protocols and processes

you’re using, make those available to clients for

review. Keep them up to date on any changes along

the way, too.

 

Read the rest of this inspiration article here.

Life Lessons I’ve Relearned, Thanks To

COVID-19

CattleFax Update March 27, 2020
Fed Cattle – Trade in the North occurred at $118 to $120 live and $185 to $190 dressed – $6 to $15 higher than last
week. Trade in the South was mostly $119 to $120 this week – $6 to $15 stronger. 
 
Boxed Beef – Retail buying slowed as shelves were restocked, but Choice boxes still advanced $3.70 and
Selects were quoted $1.11 higher. 
Feeder Cattle – Ranged from $4 to $14 higher. 
Calves – Traded $4 to as much as $18 higher in some regions. 
Market Cows – Traded mostly $2 to $8 stronger. 
Corn – Ended the week up 1 cent/bushel.
 

https://public.waterboards.ca.gov/WRInfo
https://www.cfbf.com/industry-resource/
https://www.cfbf.com/industry-resource/
https://www.cfbf.com/industry-resource/
https://www.drovers.com/article/life-lessons-ive-relearned-thanks-covid-19

